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Agriculture and Husbandry
Useful Alfalfa

In an age where the unusual a 
the uncommon things of existen 
are- looked for, commonplace thin) 
facts are often overlooked. In t 
riculture, while botanists are co 
tinually discovering and develop] 
new forma of plant life, cngagi 
the attention of agriculturalists a 

i farmers, many an old-establish< 
useful product Is not utilized ful 

Probably as old as agricultu 
itself is cultivated alfalfa. Ea 
to grow, useful as a food for ca 
tie, as an improver of soil, it 1 
come down to the present gene 
tioh from past ages. By histori 
record, present day people kno 
that King Xences of Persia, (7 
B. C.) utilized alfalfa as forage 1 
the animals of his vast arm! 
white on conquering expedition 
know that the Romans used if a 
introduced it into other countri 
including Spain, from which 
was brought to the New World. 

In California, alfalfa cove 
about one million acres of lan 
placing this State first in the cou 
try as a producer of alfalfa hay. 
California it is called- the Univc 
sal Plant, called the .most valu 
ble plant because it is the basis' 
the dairy industry, as well as bel 
responsible for sustained produ 
tion of vegetable crops, for by cro 
rotation it supplies the soil ty 
humus and nitrogen. ..

Almost every county in Califi 
nia has some of its acreage son 
with alfalfa. But the princip 
Sduthern California producin 
areas are around Antelope Vallc 
in Los Angeles County; San Ja 
cinto, Hemet, Arlington an 
Palo Verde Valley in Riversid 
County; Mojave River and Chin 
districts in'San Bernardino Count} 
and Imperial Valley.

Commonplace as it is, 'alfalfa 
not ungenerous with its grower 
in remunerative return. Thdug 
not the highest producer of wealt 
in California, it nevertheless is nea 
the top of the list. Costs of pro 
duction vary 'greatly- with the dis 
tricts. Land valuation, water costs 
yields per acre, and many anothe 
factor must be considered. Th 
average production of alfalfa 
California is 4.20 tons per acre 
Some of the desert areas, wher 
six to eight cuttings are the -rul< 
produce from six to eight tons an 
up to as'high.as 1! tons per acre 
The Antelope Valley average i 
around five and a half tons pe 
acre. In the Hemct area, seven 
tons is the average. Imperial reap 
about five to 'seven tons of gooi 
alfalfa per acre. The price rang' 
on the Los Angeles market for tin 
past two or three years, for No. '. 
dairy alfalfa has been from $18 tc 
$.30 per ton.

Where land and water costs an 
reasonable and where good qua! 
ity hay can be produced, experts 
arc of the" opinion that there is 
great possibility for profitable ex 
pansion of alfalfa production it 
Southern California. At present 
outlets for outside markets are 
somewhat hampered due partly to 
transportation costs. Neither are 
there any compress facilities at Los 
Angeles Harbor. Local growers, 
however, are keeping the export 
market in mind, waiting for a time 
when local production exceeds lo 
cal demand at a period when, th 
price is low. Then they expect t< 
gain a goodly share of the coast 
business, which at the present time 
goes, in large measure, to San 
Francisco.

Mustard, 85%
Few dining tables are there which 

have not at some period of their 
life played host to a jar of food- 
flavoring nuustard. Mushy and yel 
low, thousands of eaters flavor 
meats with it, make otherwise un 
appetizing meals quite delectable. 
Growers and manufacturers take 
the mustard plant, pick it, grind 
it and tin it. Housewives and chefs 
buy the dry, powdered mustard, 
add water) make it into a yellow 
paste. A* -such consumers spread 
it upon their food.

In all the country, 85 per cent 
of commercialized mustard is grown 
on the slopes of enchanting Lom- 
poc Valley in Santa Barbara Coun 
ty. Huge areas of mustard add 
beauty to an already flower be 
decked district there.
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ALFALFA IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY
. . . first in the country as a producer of alfalfa is California.

During the past season, Lompo 
/alley planned and raised t 
housand acres of mustard (red 
'rieste variety). From this hu| 
rop growers harvested a yield 
pproximately 20,000 100-poun 
acks. Average production per ac 
n Loinpoc Valley is from 1000 
000 pounds, although some grow 
rs are known to have obtaine 
.000.
The introduction of mustard 

ic valley took place about forty 
ve years apo. Experimenter 
ound that cultivation was easy an 
nexpensive; found also, after dem 
nstrations, that the valley, wa 
uitable for the crop. From 'the 

mustard has been produce 
ommercially, has grown to b 
ne of the principal crops 'in th 
alley. Also has it won high hon 
 s, prizes, in competition wit 
reign mustard wherever exhibit 

d.
At Washington before the tw 

ational legislative bodies is a pro 
live tariff bill, which, if pas 
in, will place a two cent pro 
five tariff upon mustard. H 
work to secure this tariff fo 

jinc time has been the Lompo 
mbcr of Commerce,

mperial's Fair
Four years ago, Imperial Cou

inaugurated what it called tin 
iperial Midwinter 'Fair. Sponsor 
by Brawley business men, it con 

nued for two years, then ende< 
. financial disaster. Undaunted 
newly appointed fair board took 
Id of tie matter this year, re 
ved the Midwinter Fair a: 
unty proposition, made plans for 
c event. Last week the plans o 
e fair board were accepted by the 
mnty Supervisors. Of $37,365 ap- 
apriated by the county for fai 
rposes, the fair board propose* 
spend the major part in erecting 
grandstand, administration and 
icr buildings, after the plan pi 
j I,os Angeles County fair 
omuls, in Pomoim. The board fa- 
rs the sam6 eighty-acre site, on 
lich the former fairs had been 
;l, near the city of Imperial; Ten- 
ve figures last week indicated 

at the Midwinter Fair would nol 
held until sometime in February, 
nving time for the grounds "> be 
iperly developed.

live Markets
While scores of California crops 
re being successfully exploited, 
ves for the past few years have 
I trouble in finding suitable mar 

ts, although in point of produc- 
n they have been steadily in-
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creasing. To combat this lurkii 
evil was lately founded the Ca 
fornia Ripe Olive Distributor 
Ltd., formed by independent an 
co-operative packers and growc 
leaders to exploit markets witH 'th 
surplus of normal sales. The ne 
organization is expected to tin 
sluggish returns of owners of tl 
State's 29,820 bearing acres ' 
olives to aggressive profits; . ar 
this in the face of conditions whic 
show that the United States hi 
not as yet begun to use olives a 
a food, or knows nothing of the 

ich vitamin content, or of th

be used as food.
Therefore last week sixty-thous 

and cases of California's fines 
olives .were rolling eastward, poolc 
by the new California Ripe Oliv 
Distributors, Ltd., with produce in 
eluded from 1365 acres in Los An

feles County, 1205 in Riverside 
165 in San Bernardino; 1300 i 

San Diego; 350 in Santa Barbara 
412 in Ventura; 953 in Kern; 59 i 
Imperial; 250 in Kings, and 30 i 
Orange.

Olives are* raised in practical! 
every county in California cxcep 
those in the high- mountain an
imbcred area. And with an ag 

gressive educational campaign
Kink qlive packers, their produc 
vill stage one of the most spectac 
liar comebacks in agricultural his 
ory.

Oattle Center
Fourth greatest producers of bee 

attle in the United States, leade 
n the production of lambs, is th 
3tate of California foe the year 
928. Thus speaks a report com- 
ilcd by the Los Angeles Chamber 
f Commerce last fortnight. Very 
ew are the beef cattle shipped oul 
f the State to eastern centers, but 

Iambs are shipped as fa 
ast as New York City, '
au'se they reach the

here, bc- 
ket ahead

f other shipments, they rece 
op prices.

For more than a dozen western 
tates, Los Angeles, in the last year, 
[is become the. marketing center, 
hrough the thirty packing houses, 

00.000 cattle and calves, 700,000 
oga, and 700,000 sheep and lambs 
ass annually. To California 
:ockincn the Los Angeles packing 
ouses pay more than $65,000,000 
unually. 'All told, 2,000,000 live- 
lock are passing on through the 
licking plants yearly. 
Various arc   Ihe sources from 
hid) the cattle, sheen and hogs 

re drawn. During the spring ami 
innncr months, when grass feed

available on Southern Califor 
a's pastures and ranges, nearly 
10 per cent of the cattle and sheep

isumcd in the section originate
e. From ranges as far east as. 

olorado the supply is taken dur- 
K the remainder of the year. 
Imperial Valley alone, stock- 
rd records indicate, is the gra/- 
K ground for 70,000 cattle that: 
id their way'yearly to Los Art1 -'I

gcles;
Recently 

County
ill San Bernardino 
figures compiled per

tinent to hog producing; resulted 
a report declaring that the enor 
mous rate of 7,000,000 pounds an- 

ually were being produced. Local
product* however, does not
equal consumption.

To the end of making Southern 
California a leading pork producer 
was launched last fortnight a thor- 
oughgoing study of the situation 
in the South. The enabling of the 
southern counties to take advan 
tage of their extensive alfalfa am 
barley crops id hog raising is th 
aim of the present investigation.

Horticultural Rarities

loan can be made. All this takea 
time, said Teaguc, as well as ad 
ministrative machinery which can 
not be set up in a few days.

Agriculture and business are 
closely related, Teaguc told the 
chamber members, in conclusion. 
Agriculture, he said, is a basic in 
dustry, but largely dependent upon 
the prosperity of business. Only 
when 'business is good can agricul 
ture find a good market tor its 
products.   '  

Nonchalant Nut-Pickei
When two automobiles crashed 

last   week on Valley B'oulevard, 
causing one of them to deflect into 
the Ernest Jackson walnut grove, 

est of Ontario, and strike a tree 
1'iyhich a Mexican laborer was 

picking walnuts, not at all discon 
certed was the picker. He dis- 

ounted from the top iflng of the 
ladder on which he was perched, 
placed it on the body of the car, re 
mounted, continued his nut-pick- 

bo startled were other pickers in 
:he orchard that they,refused to re 
sume their labor until the smashed 
machine was removed' from the 
grove. Meanwhile, the undisturbed 
laborer continued picking, picking, 
picking. " .

Thousands of plants, 
alued at thousands of

som 
dollars

others never before produced, wer 
this week exhibited when Pasadc 

annual Southern Californi 
Fall Flower Show opened its doon 
The floral displays were viewed b 
thousands during the four days an 

ights of .the show. Its theme 
'California Gardens." 

Forty .communities, twelve Cali 
>rnia counties, many private con 

scrvatories, garden 
exhibits; competed for .the $200C
cash awards, the sixty 
phies, valued at $100 e 
ireseiited to pr

live
rh, to. b

Featured rarities: tho only greci
anthemums 
chid

er g
t $6000, a cac

us which jumps at passcrsby, Mex 
can and Central American plants 
ither floral oddities.

fatigue Explains
At Columbus, Ohio, last week 

let the United States Chamber of 
Commerce. At a round table di«- 
ussion of the agricultural marlcet- 

ng act, among others, sat Califor- 
ia's C.-C. Teague, Federal Farm 

"oard member. Fresh from a quiz- 
ng by the Senate agricultural 

ommittee at Washington, Teagti 
as at home with the topic under 
iscussion, took an active part in 
svicwing it.
In a specially prepared speech he 

old the Chamber of Commerce 
' the problems facing the Farm 
oard, of the board's plans to 
lake the agricultural marketing 
ct Wbrkably sound. In answer to 
rilicism of certain members of the

nate that the board was func- 
oning too slowly, Teague quoted 

wo paragraphs from the farm re 
ef act, 'thus: That the stabilira- 
'in corporations who wish 'aid 

hall exert every reasonable ef- 
rt to avoid losses and obtain 

rofits"; also that loans were pro- 
hitcd when the board might con- 
der them likely to increase pro- 
iction in which there, was already 
surplus.
If the board is to abide by these 
ovisions, thought Tcafiue, it 
ust make exhaustive enquiries in-
the responsibility of the stabili- 

tion corporations before any

Rabbit "Bleat",
Could a rabbit express himself 

he would probably vouch for the 
fact that the most pernicious of all 
rabbit diseases is the "bloat." Wor 
ried rabbit raisers in South.-rn Cal 
ifornia for the past year have 
wracked their brains continually for 
a cure of this disease, which threat 
ened to wipe out the rabbit indus 
try in this part of the State.

Last fortnight to their aid came 
assertedly heaven sent Dr. Roger 
Trucsdale of Pomona College, for 
merly o"f Redlands. Diverse experi 
ments led him to what he believe! 
is a cure to formerly incurable rab- , 
bit bloat. His remedy is developed 
from a mash, left after alcohol hat 
been extracted from cane molasses, 
He salvages mineral charcoal from 
the mash and feeds it to the rab 
bits. This concoction has, the re 
sult of stopping the disease.

Said John Meyer, director of tho 
United States rabbit experiment 
station at Fontana, concerning 
Trucsdale's remedy: "It has good 
results in all sections, but it will 
take time to determine definitely 
whether it is a remedy in all cases.  '

Nursery Law
Fiercely the State of California 

wages continual war on insect 
pests; jealously the State guard* 
its crops from ravenous bugs. Re 
cent among provisions to guard 
agriculture was the reviston of the 
California nursery lrS«nae/> law. 
Among the new provisions are 
those demanding more complete 
registration of persons and firms, 
selling nursery stock and plant*, 
along with authority to rescind li 
censes of wilful violators of th.* 
law.

Those who deal in potted plants, 
used for ornamental purposes, aro i 
also subject to registration re-.' 
quircments. The taw is designed 
to allow officials to inspect nurser 
ies and thus prevent the spread
of ct prats and plant diseases.
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